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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 	 Corinne Carlson.  Corinnecarlson@pgica.org  941-637-1655 
All classes offered at the Punta Gorda Civic Association are open to the public.

Paper Quilling:Friday. June 26. 10 a.m. to Noon. $35 per class. Whether you are new to this beautiful 
art form or you’re a seasoned quillist, please join us! Learn a few techniques, complete a project to take 
home, and keep the tools to pursue more creations at home. Instructor: Kathy Peters. 2026 June 26 - 
Patriotic Flowers. Advance registration required. Students can register online at www.PGICA.org or at the 
PGICA office: 2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda, 941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public.

ZUMBA: Tuesdays and Fridays. 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. $12 per class. Zumba is a fun, effective dance 
workout that is a good option for people who enjoy upbeat music and an energetic group exercise    
environment. Instructor: Gigi Caceda. Students register and pay as they attend at the PGICA office: 
2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda. 941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public. Walk-ins are 
welcome.
Chair-a-Cise: Tuesdays and Thursdays. 9 to 10 a.m. $10 per class. Chair-a-Cise is a low-impact,  
full-body workout designed to strengthen and tone muscles using a sturdy chair for support. This 
class targets: improving strength, flexibility and balance. It also targets muscle groups for toning and 
strengthening and promotes blood flow and circulation. Instructor: Cathy Wetzelberger. Students register 
and pay as they attend at the PGICA office: 2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda. 941-637-1655. All PGICA 
classes are open to the public. Walk-ins are welcome. 
Yoga: Tuesdays.  June 2 through October 27. 10  to 11 a.m. $10 per class. Enjoy a safe and playful 
mixed-level Yoga Flow class designed for beginners to intermediate-level practitioners. Join us and 
explore the awareness of the mind/body connection to inspire good posture, better breathing, movement, 
balance and relaxation. Instructor: Linda Haverlock. Students register and pay as they attend at the 
PGICA office: 2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda, 941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public. 
Walk-ins are welcome.
Beginner Line Dancing: Wednesdays Starting April 15 until October 28. 3 to 4 p.m. $10 per class. 
This class will be beginner level line dancing to a variety of musical rhythms. You will be enhancing your 
physical and mental health as well as enjoying socializing with other dancers. Instructor: Vera Hendricks. 
Students register and pay as they attend at the PGICA office: 2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda. 
941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public. Walk-ins are welcome.  
Learn to Love Tennis: Wednesdays, July 8, 15 and 22, and 29. August 5 and 12. 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
$90 per six week session. This instruction is geared toward people who have never played tennis and 
for those re-starting. Requirements: Athletic shoes, racquet preferred, loaners available.  PTR Certified 
Instructor: Leigh Chak. Students will receive a USTA Love to Learn shirt. Students 18+ can register. 
Advanced registration required. Students can register online at www.PGICA.org or at the PGICA office:  
2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda. 941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public.

An Exploration into Brain Functioning: Fridays. June 5,12, and 19. 10 to 11 a.m. Free workshop. 
This is an opportunity to learn from a Neuropsychologist the relationship between brain functioning and 
behavior. You will explore how the brain is organized, touching on issues such as mental illness and brain 
organization, the aging brain and how male and   female brains differ. Instructor: Dr. Robin Gofberg PhD, 
Clinical Neuropsychologist. Attendees can register online at www.pgica.org or at the PGICA office: 2001 
Shreve St, Punta Gorda.   941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public. 
Candle Canvas Workshop: Wednesdays, June 10 and 24. 4 to 5 p.m. $35 per class. Have you wanted 
to know how they carve and paint candles so beautifully? We have a class where you can learn how they 
do this. Your Instructor, Jennifer Gosnell, will help you create beautiful pieces of art. June’s class is a 
Hermit Crab!!  Advance registration is required. Students can register online at www.pgica.org or at the 
PGICA office: 2001 Shreve Street, Punta Gorda. 941-637-1655. All PGICA classes are open to the public.
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TENNIS CLUB 	  Jackie Rahsaz, President, jackiesemail@me.com

PGICA tennis courts are located right next to the main building. We have three 
hard courts with shade structures, benches and a water fountain. They are 
fenced in and locked and only members get the gate code. The club keeps 

them in great shape. 
The ball machine is located on the court for easy access. After training you will 

receive a code for the storage structure and access to the reservation system. It is a 
great workout and an easy way to groove your strokes. 

Our teams are actively recruiting for next season, which starts in October and 
runs until the end of March 2027. Come out and join the guys during the men’s 
social play on Thursdays at 8 and Sundays at 10. Women’s social play days are 
Monday at 8 and Friday at 8. Social times are open to any club member, and all 
skill levels are welcome. Once you join the club, just show up at the courts and 
enjoy some tennis. Play with some of the current members and they will connect 
you to the right team for competition. 

Club members also get the gate code access, court scheduler and use of the ball 
machine on top of the social and team play opportunities. 

Membership dues keep our courts in great shape. It’s $75 a year, plus a one-time 
$100 fee for new members. Everyone who joins also needs to be a PGICA member, 
just like with all the other clubs. Want more info? Check out our Tennis Club page 
on the PGICA website.

2026 officers: President Jackie Rahsaz, Vice President Tony Rahsaz, Treasurer Janet Lynn, Secretary Janelle Anthone, 
Social Director Mitzie Kohrman, Webmaster Bill Hogue.

PGICA Ball Machine

Tennis meeting spaceShade structures
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ISLES GIRLS & GUYS CLUB 	  	  	  	  Dave Little, dblittle321@gmail.com

As we are now half done with 2026, I would like to share with you some of the 
statistics for the first half estate sales. Thank you for making this a great year.

We booked nine sales for first and second quarter 2026 and had one 
cancelled.  

YTD donation to 
PGICA: $13,505.00 
     YTD volunteer hours 
worked: 2,957 
     YTD customer count: 
3,384

Just an update on the 
summer hiatus. We will 
not have any sales between 
June 1 and October 1. If 
you think you might want 
to have an estate sale, do 
not wait, please call Tom 
Teubert at 201-960-5340 or 
Karen Schwarck at  
941-276-8593 so we 

can get you on the 
calendar. We will 
come out to your 
home and preview 
your home. Also 
contact Tom or Karen 
if you are interested 
in joining our happy 
band of volunteers. 
We will let you know 
when there is an 
opening. 

Our team always 
takes pride in being 
courteous and 
professional with 
both the seller and the 
buying public. We will 
treat your items as if 

they were our own. It will be our pleasure to assist you in your time of need. We understand that this can be a difficult time. 
As you can see from the attached pictures we work hard but also have a good time. Have a blessed, happy and safe 

summer.
Tom Teubert          201-960-5340   tb2@att.net  

     Karen Schwarck   941-276-8593   tkschwarck@centurylink.net
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JFF ~ JUST FOR FUN 	  	 Kim Flynn, President, kimtaylorflynn@gmail.com

Summer is really here, and we have the temperatures and lighter traffic to prove it. 
We had a busy May schedule with something to 

do most every week. The Mix & Mingle on May 4 
at the Wyvern rooftop was hastily and graciously moved 
by management to the 88 Keys Restaurant downstairs, 
since the lovebugs insisted on joining the crowd. We 
missed the lovely views, but the service was great, the 

people friendly and 
the conversations 
enjoyable. Ladies 
Night Out on 
May 12 at the 
Unwined Wine Bar 
and Eatery was a 
sparkling success. 
Thank you Kerry 
Foscardo. Bite 
Night hosted on 
May 16 was a full 
house. Thank you 
Bob and Marie 
Knabe for sharing 
your home. Thanks 
to Brenda Weimer, 
the competition 
and fun never 
ends at Dinner 
and Darts each 
month. See some 

of our winners in the pics. The ladies’ lunch at the Islands Restaurant 
in Fishermen’s Village on May 19, coordinated by Kathy Leitsch 
was enjoyed by all. Then JFFers went on to Tamiami Tavern for our 
monthly Dine Around on May 22. Thanks to Linda Porten and Marie 
Knabe for an enjoyable dinner. Host and Toast was a TBA event, 
waiting for a volunteer to coordinate the evening. Remember, the 
host decides how many people to invite, depending on house size. 
This can be a small or large group, formal or casual, fun themes or 
not, just give it a try. Club members really appreciate all the effort 
each host makes. Cheddars Scratch Kitchen, a new try for Men’s 
Lunch will be reviewed next month since it was scheduled before 
publication date.

Our June calendar is not quite as full, since many members are up 
north or on vacations. However, for us full-timers, planned activities 
continue for us to enjoy. June 1 Mix & Mingle will be a last-minute 
signup. Watch for an announcement on Flamingo Express. Mah 
jongg continues two times a week throughout the summer at the 
PGICA. Check out the JFF calendar for times and information. 
Summer may be the perfect time to learn this popular game. Sign up 
for Ladies’ Lunch, scheduled at Gina’s Pizza Bar in Port Charlotte 
on June 16. What a cool place to spend a hot afternoon. Thanks to 
Sophie Bierker and Daniel Osborne for volunteering to host Bite Night on June 20. Sign up and then show up at 5:30 with 
your food contribution at 1218 Partridge Dr. You will be glad you did.

Volunteers are needed for two of our late June activities. There is still time to get these events scheduled. Just go to the JFF 
calendar. Look up June 23 (Men’s Lunch) and June 28 (Host & Toast), contact the event coordinator and let him/her know you 
would like to host. Summer is a suitable time to volunteer as everything is so casual.

It’s June - stay cool, stay hydrated and thank the powers that be for air conditioning.

Dart Night winners

April ladies lunch at St. Andrews

May Mix & Mingle

Ladies night at the Unwined & Beer Bar
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COUPLES BRIDGE	  	  Melissa Brown, 734-769-3138, melbrown@umich.edu 
Jeanne Hogan, 317-431-5948, jeanno383@gmail.com

MEN’S SOCIAL BRIDGE	 John Iredale, 919-474-1223, jiredale1243@gmail.com

Attention all men: We need you to join us.
•	 If you played bridge in college and have not played since but would like to rekindle an interest.
•	 If you think only women play bridge, you might be surprised.
•	 If your wife would like you to learn to play bridge with her (But you don’t want to read Bridge for Idiots and can’t stand 

her lessons or criticism).
•	 If you would like a new, less active hobby other than boating, golf, fishing, carving, woodwork, drinking, carousing or 

bingeing Netflix series.
•	 If you just want to get out of the house for one morning a week.
•	 If your wife would like to get rid of you for one morning a week.
•	 If you would just like to learn how to play bridge.
•	 If you already know how to play and would enjoy a challenge from some decent bridge players.
•	 If you would just like to enjoy some fun and a little kidding and fellowship with PGICA members.
•	 Enjoy competing against other great and not so great minds.
We would love to have you. Men’s Social Bridge group, Mondays at 9.
Contact John Iredale at 919-474-1223. To leave a message or text, be sure to mention PGICA Men’s Bridge. Better to text - 

that way if I miss it when you send it I can still read it later. 

PGICA FRIDAY BRIDGE 	  Sharon Biernat, 941-833-4441 or (c) 941-286-3062, biefla3@gmail.com

MONDAY AFTERNOON  DUPLICATE BRIDGE 	 Debbie Meyer, 352-615-3976, Dmeyer50@msn.com

BRIDGE GROUPS	  	  See Individual Clubs for Contact Information

We play Duplicate Bridge on the first and third Monday of every month at 1. At sign in we collect $1 for prize money. You 
and your partner must sign up in advance to play on a specific day. A signup email is sent out a week in advance. We are a 
fun, welcoming group and are always looking for new players.

If you wish to play or want additional information, please contact Debbie Meyer. Her contact information is shown above. 
Remember, all players are required to be members of the PGICA. To join, call the front desk at 941-637-1655 or visit the 

association’s website at www.pgica.org.

We meet every Friday at 12:15. When everyone arrives, we start the game. All players are required to be members of the 
PGI Civic Association. To join the association, please call the front desk at 941-637-1655 or visit the association’s website at 
www.pgica.org and select Membership. We only compete for prizes if we have at least two tables (eight players). We collect 
$1 from each player when you check in.

If you wish to play and are not signed up, please contact Sharon Biernat. Contact information is shown above.

Results May 6:
	 1. John Cravens and Frans van Hekken - 4,200 points 

	 2. Christine Kwak and Marcia Ling - 3,463 points 
	 3. Melissa Brown and Jeanne Hogan - 3,100 points

No slams this week.
Couples’ Bridge is taking the summer off and will resume in the fall. Stay tuned for updates. However, if you would like 

any information about our group, please feel free to email either one of us. Our fun and friendly group usually meets on 
the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 12:30. Contrary to the name of the group, you do not have to be a married or 
committed couple. All that is necessary is that there are two of you - yourself and your partner. We happily welcome players of 
all skill levels. Whether you are new to bridge, have played forever or are a little rusty, having not played in years, we would 
love to have you join us. If you need a partner, we can help you find someone.
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We play canasta/hand & foot every Thursday at noon. We draw cards for our partners at 11:55 and play until around 4. 
This is a fun group we play for laughs. No signup required. We play year-round unless the building is closed.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

CANASTA/HAND AND FOOT GROUP 	  	  Janet Lynn, jlynnpgi@hotmail.com

We play on Mondays from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Call Donna if you have any questions.

MONDAY MORNING MAH JONGG 	  	  Donna Bernhardson, 732-713-3723 

Consider joining us for cards. Getting together to play pinochle is enjoyable and an easy way to have 
fun. We welcome returning and new players. If you are new or want to learn more, you are welcome to 
observe. The time is every Tuesday at 12:30. 		

Current high score: 679	    Dolores Jaskoviak  

PGICA PINOCHLE GROUP 	  Mary Ann Kot, 941-347-8582, mamkot@aol.com

THURSDAY EUCHRE CARD GROUP 	  Marcia Ellis, 269-760-2582, marcia.ellis@wmich.edu

We will be starting back up again in November. Anyone interested in playing for fun is welcome. Bring 
a snack to share and the beverage of your choice for yourself. We begin at 6:30 and play eight games 
of eight rounds each. See you all next fall. 

BUNCO BUDDIES 	  Mary Dowdall, 904-210-3168, mcdowd1@aol.com

If you’re looking for a fun group of people playing a really easy game, look no further than Bunco 
Buddies. No skill involved, purely a game of chance - if you can roll three dice, you can play Bunco*. 
Great for meeting others because you change teammates every round. Come alone, with a friend, or 

even a spouse. Beginners welcome - you’ll be an expert in no time. We play the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30, usually ending around 8:30. Bring a snack to share, your own beverages/glasses, and $5 for 

prizes. Check out our website** (https://www.pgica.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=799073&module_id=655892) for 
more details. If possible, register in advance so the tables/chairs are set up appropriately. 

*only physical requirement is you do get up and change tables with each hand - unless you win
**We’re a group of the PGICA, not a club, so no dues or membership required.

PGICA Beautification Group 	 Julie Towers, julitowers@live.com

The newly formed PGICA Beautification Group held its first meeting to outline plans for 
improving the five welcome signs. These signs have been maintained over the years by 
various volunteers, but it’s time for a more coordinated and consistent approach.

Our plan is straightforward: clean, refresh and enhance each sign area with updated 
landscaping, improving visibility and a cohesive look that reflects the pride we have in our 
community. Work will be done in phases, tackling one sign at a time so residents can see 
steady progress.

Stay tuned - we think you’ll like the results. If you are interested in helping, contact Julie 
Towers at julitowers@live.com. 

In Stitches has many philanthropic interests. One of them is the Guardian Ad Litem 
program. We made more than 100 Izzy Dolls to be distributed to children during 
stressful situations. We sincerely hope they are of some comfort and assistance to the 

children. Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to noon.

IN STITCHES 	  Norma Angus 941-575-1049, Debbie Scholtes 941-347-7044
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PGI  CASTAWAYS	  Dan Avenancio, hotcatt50@gmail.com , 941-380-0611

The PGI Castaways have spent the past month doing what they do best, bringing people together through food, music, 
laughter and community spirit. From waterfront gatherings to fundraisers and one unforgettable pig roast, May proved 
once again that the Castaways are quickly becoming one of the most active and energetic social groups in PGI.

The month kicked off with a festive Cinco de Mayo celebration at Ponce de Leon Park. 
Members gathered along the river for an afternoon of sunshine, tacos, cornhole and great 
company. Cesar’s Taco Truck kept everyone well fed while members relaxed under tents and 
chairs spread throughout the park. The laid-back atmosphere and waterfront setting made it 
the perfect way to welcome May and spend time with both old friends and new neighbors.

Just a few days later, the Castaways hosted one of the club’s largest events yet, the pig 
roast at Ponce de Leon Park. From early morning preparations to the final song played by live 
band Tin Can Tourist, the event showcased exactly what makes this club special.

The centerpiece of the event was of course, the pig itself. Slow roasted Caja China 
style and expertly carved by Michael Meagher. Members contributed a tremendous variety 
of appetizers, side dishes and desserts that turned the event into a true community feast. 
Cornhole games continued throughout the afternoon while live music filled the park and a 
steady breeze off the river provided welcome relief from the May heat.

The pig roast was more than just a party. It was another example of the strong volunteer 
spirit that continues defining the Castaways. Members stepped forward to help with setup, 
breakdown, transportation, hosting, cooking, organizing and cleanup. The success of the 
event truly belonged to everyone who participated.

The club also focused on giving back to the community this month through its Music Bingo fundraiser benefiting the Punta 
Gorda Isles Civic Association. The event welcomed PGICA members, guests and the public for an evening of music, prizes 
and friendly competition.

Hosted by DJ Tim, the event featured four rounds of Music Bingo with 
hundreds of dollars in prizes awarded throughout the evening. One of the 
highlights of the night came when Barb and Ken Kopka both won the same 
round. The ever-popular 50/50 raffle generated tremendous excitement, 
and by the end of the evening, the Castaways had raised almost $800 for 
PGICA after expenses.

The fundraiser reflected the club’s appreciation for the organization 
that provides so many opportunities, facilities and events benefiting the 
community. Supporting PGICA remains an important priority for the 
Castaways as the club continues to grow.

Members also participated in a volunteer give-back day at the Harry 
Chapin Food Bank, helping sort and organize food for families in 
need throughout Southwest Florida. The event gave members another 

opportunity to spend time together while supporting an 
important community resource that assists thousands of 
local residents each year.

In addition to these larger gatherings, members also 
continued connecting through happy hours, smaller 
social outings, and ongoing planning for future events. 
Summer activities are already in development, including 

smaller neighborhood-style pool gatherings designed to keep members 
social and connected throughout the warmer months.

As the Castaways head into summer, one thing has become very 
clear - this club is about far more than simply attending events. It is 
about participation, friendships, volunteerism and creating a true sense 
of community throughout PGI.

Pig roast

Bingo

Pinata

Harry Chapin Food Bank volunteers
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PUNTA GORDA POLICE DEPARTMENT 	  Eric Burris, Administrative Services Supervisor

The Punta Gorda Police Department has a five-person Underwater Search and Recovery team. The team’s 
focus is recovery, not rescue, as most people envision. Underwater search and recovery is among the most 
dangerous types of diving. Underwater entanglements and typically zero visibility leave divers vulnerable 

during searches and recovery operations.
Search and recovery techniques depend on the 

type and size of the object. The limit is set at about 15 pounds 
that a diver can bring to the surface unassisted. Anything 
heavier represents a material change in the diver’s buoyancy 
control and may put the diver at risk of an uncontrolled ascent 
if contact with the object is lost during ascent. Significantly 
larger objects usually require specialized commercial lifting 
equipment, such as a winch attached to a boat or platform, or 
equipment to seal and inflate sunken vessels. Most common in 
our area are submerged vehicles.

Members of the Punta Gorda Police Department dive team 
train quarterly. Members typically train in the environment 
where they will be asked to conduct search and recovery 
operations. During training, members are put through 
strenuous exercises to ensure they can handle a crisis while 
underwater. 

Recently, the Punta Gorda Police Department’s dive team 
and the Punta Gorda Fire Department joined forces to compete 
in the fourth annual first responder dive team challenge. Teams from across the country, including Minnesota and Connecticut 
competed in the challenge. Blending surface and underwater challenges, this intense competition pushed participants to their 
limits, testing skill, teamwork and endurance. This was Punta Gorda’s first time in this event, yet they still came away with 
a top-ten finish. Each event was ranked separately, and in their final, most physically demanding challenge, they were just 
seconds away from coming in third in that event!

Dive Team
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SEAFARERS CRUISING CLUB 	 Don Schedlbauer, Communications,  daschedlbauer@gmail.com

Warm greetings from the Seafarers Cruising Club. With temperatures rising, summer is just around 
the corner and Seafarers and friends are planning more cruises and social events to enjoy the 
beautiful weather.

The following are a few standout Seafarers activities members enjoyed in May.
On May 8, Seafarers Commodore Jeanne Myers led a lunch cruise to 

Nav-A-Gator Bar and Grill at Desoto Marina on the Peace River, where 40 
members filled the outdoor patio area to enjoy a great lunch, live music and 
an afternoon of socializing. At a recent social hour, Vice Commodore Ron 
Ellsworth introduced Debbie Hanson, Community Outreach Director for 
the Freedom Waters Foundation, a volunteer-driven nonprofit organization. 
Debbie explained that the Freedom Waters Foundation’s mission was to 
enhance the well-being of children and adults with disabilities and veterans 
through therapeutic boating experiences. Debbie shared engaging volunteer 
opportunities for Seafarers members to support the foundation’s mission, 

and her remarks were well received. 
Wrapping up May’s cruising 
activities, Sharon Long led a lunch 
cruise to the Riviera Bar and Grill 
on May 20, drawing a large turnout 
of Seafarers. Attendees enjoyed a 
pleasant afternoon and the excellent 
cuisine at Riviera Bar and Grill.

The Seafarers will be looking 
forward to cruising and participating 
in social activities during the month 
of June to supplement their busy 
summer calendar. Cruise Director 
Kathy Nelson has scheduled an 
overnight cruise to ‘Tween Waters 
Inn and Marina on beautiful Captiva 
Island. Leading this cruise is Debbie 
Lemmink for the weekend of June 
19 to 21. This favorite Seafarers 
destination captures the charm of 

Captiva Island, where members can relax by the pool, enjoy kayaking and 
explore the island together by golf cart. On the first evening after arriving 
and their boats are secured in the marina, the Seafarers come together for 
docktails and a selection of hors d’oeuvres shared by everyone. The next day, 
following a variety of recreational activities, the group heads to the Shipyard 
for a delicious dinner and a relaxing evening.

The Seafarers general meeting will be held on June 23 at the Punta Gorda 
Isles Civic Association, where pizza will be served and board members will 
share updates on club business and upcoming events.

The Seafarers look forward to making new friends and sharing our adventures with you. Membership Director Lisa 
Wienecke is looking forward to greeting prospective members with a warm welcome aboard! The Seafarers club is a friendly, 
inclusive and active group. We are committed to providing a variety of day and overnight boating adventures as well as 
numerous fun-filled land-based activities. 
 
We encourage you to visit and get to know us at one of our meet and greets at St. Andrews South Golf Club from 5 to 7 on the 
second and fourth Thursdays each month. As a friendly reminder, please add June 11 and 25 to your calendar and jump aboard 
one of our social events so you can meet our members and learn about all the fun we have together. There is no obligation - 
just stop by the 50/50 table in the foyer to let our greeting team know you are a new visitor interested in the Seafarers.  
 
We are eager to welcome new members who wish to join our many fun adventures and make lasting friendships along the 
way. For more information, please contact Membership Director Lisa Wienecke at 630-715-6333 or  
lawienecke@gmail.com or Jeanne Myers at Jeanne.myers@icloud.com.

Lunch cruise to Nav-a-Gator`

Cass Cay lunch cruise

Happy Hour

Happy Hour
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PGICA ACOUSTIC MUSIC GROUP 	  Jennifer deChiara, jenniferdechiara@gmail.com

 SEASONAL FLOCKERS                                       Glenice Verhoff , glenicev@gmail.com and Danita Stone, astone4879@aol.com

A great aspect of the Acoustic Music Group is that there is an entry point for all members, regardless 
of skill level, musical preferences, even one’s personal schedule. No one is keeping track of 
attendance - we are happy to see and hear anyone who comes to a Tuesday night meeting. There 

are regulars and newbies, year round residents and snowbirds, people who are comfortable singing and 
people who are not comfortable singing, veteran musicians and beginners. Regardless of who shows up 
on any given night, there is always good music and a fun time. 

If you are thinking of joining this group but have some questions, please email our president, Terry 
Dotson at terrywdotson@gmail.com. Grab your guitar, choose your favorite song, and come join us.

PGI CAR CLUB 	  Mike Gussin, 410-913-0663, beepbeep71@aol.com

Seasonal Flockers are snowbirds that gather to socialize, meet new people, share stories of our seasonal 
travels and perhaps share in some adult beverages and fun times. We will meet once a month at the 
PGICA or sometimes take field trips for other fun adventures. Seasonal Flockers meet beginning in 

November and ending in April each year. If this sounds like your kind of group, please text or email me. 
Looking forward to meeting my fellow Flockers.

The PGI Car Club (PGICC) meets at Beef O’Brady’s in Punta Gorda at 11:30 on the second Tuesday 
of each month. Our next general meeting is on June 9. Look for a reminder email a couple days 
before. The club will continue to offer educational presentations during or in addition to our monthly 

meetings.
Cars and Coffee at Bal Harbor Plaza is open to all automobile enthusiasts and continues to meet on the 

third Tuesday of each month. Our next Cars and Coffee is June 16 at 8. Look for us at the Bal Harbor side of the parking lot. 
The Celtic Ray hosts a car show every second Thursday from 3 to 5. They offer discounts on food and drink for participants. 
It’s a great way to spend an afternoon. The PGICC also participates in the Punta Gorda History Park Sunday Market at 501 
Shreve Street. Join us on the third Sunday of each month (June 23) as we showcase some of our members’ special vehicles. 

In May, the club traveled to 
Cabbage Key aboard one of King 
Fisher Fleet’s sightseeing cruise 
boats. Club members enjoyed a 
fantastic lunch and spotted lots of 
dolphins along the way.

This month, we highlight Linda 
and Norman Caparco’s 1971 
Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme, 
Margaret. Margaret was ordered by 
Norm’s mom in 1971 and has been 
maintained, painted and upgraded 
over the last 54 years. A modified 

455ci V8 is now paired with a four-speed overdrive transmission and 3.73 
positraction differential. This is an old school muscle car and fun to drive. The 
shiny chrome bumpers and trim perfectly set off the deep black finish.

We encourage new and current members to visit the club’s Facebook page 
under PGI Car Club. It features members’ postings, what’s happening, photos 
of impressive automobiles and more. Check it out and post your favorite 
vehicle images. For more info contact Roland Ericsson at  
roland.ericsson@yahoo.com.

The purpose of the club is to create friendships among car enthusiasts 
through the fun and enjoyment of owning and operating special and/or 
antique vehicles. The club sponsors overnight and day trips, automobile 
maintenance and safety education, displays, shows and related social events. 
Interested in finding out more about PGI Car Club? Check us out at  
https://pgicarclub.com/ or contact Wayne and Joan Erickson at  
mabax2@aol.com for membership information.
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June Activities
        SUNDAY                 MONDAY                    TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY           THURSDAY                 FRIDAY                     SATURDAY

9

2

8

1

7

  9:30a	 In Stitches 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg  
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera

  8:45a	 Monday Morning Men’s 
	 Social Bridge 
  9:30a	 Monday Morning  
	 Mahjongg 
10:00a	 Tag Team - Artists  
  5:00p	 Friends, Fun &  
	 Community 
  7:00p	 Texas Hold’em

  8:45a	 Monday Morning Men’s  
	 Social Bridge 
  9:30a	 Monday Morning  
	 Mahjongg 
10:00a	 Tag Team - Artists 
12:00p	 Duplicate Bridge

  8:30a	 Fishing Club Board  
	 Meeting 
  8:30a	 Zumba 
  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
10:00a	 Yoga  
12:15p	 Pinochle   
  5:30p	 Fishing Club 
  7:00p	 Acoustic Music Group

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise  
10:00a	 Yoga 
11:30a	 Newcomers Club- Lunch  
	 & Learn 
12:15p	 Pinochle 
  6:30p	 Bunco Buddies 
  7:00p	 Acoustic Music Group

  9:00a	 PGICA Board Meeting 
  9:30a	 In Stitches 
12:30p	 Duplicate Bridge 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg 
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:00p	 Candle Canvas  
	 Workshop 
  4:30p	 PGIslanders

232221

161514

302928

  8:30a	 Zumba 
  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
10:00a	 Yoga 
12:15p	 Pinochle 
  7:00p	 Acoustic Music Group

  9:00a	 Beyond Ourselves  
  9:30	 In Stitches 
12:00p	 MEDICARE 101  
	 Educational Workshop 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg  
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:00p	 Just For Fun Club

  8:45a	 Monday Morning Men’s  
	 Social Bridge 
  9:30a	 Monday Morning  
	 Mahjongg  
10:00a	 Tag Team - Artists 
12:00p	 Duplicate Bridge 
  3:30p	 Friends, Fun, &  
	 Community Club Board  
	 Meeting 
  7:00p	 Aardvarks Outdoor  
	 Group

  8:30a	 Zumba 
  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
10:00a	 Yoga 
12:15p	 Pinochle 
  5:00p	  Seafarers 
  7:00p	 Acoustic Music Group

  9:30a	 In Stitches 
12:30p	 Duplicate Bridge 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg 
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:00p	 Candle Canvas 
	 Workshop 
  4:30p	 PGIslanders 
  6:30p	 FF&C Ladies Game Night

  8:45a	 Monday Morning Men’s  
	 Social Bridge 
  9:30a	 Mariners Board Meeting 
  9:30a	 Monday Morning  
	 Mahjongg 
10:00a	 Tag Team - Artists 
  6:30p	 Mariners 
  7:00p	 Texas Hold’em

  8:30a	 Zumba 
  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
10:00a	 Yoga 
12:15p	 Pinochle 
  3:00p	 Paradise Friends 
  7:00p	 Acoustic Music Group

  8:45a	 Monday Morning Men’s  
	 Social Bridge 
  9:30a	 Monday Morning  
	 Mahjongg 
10:00a	 Tag Team - Artists 
  5:00p	 Friends, Fun &  
	 Community
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C A L E N D A R 

3 4

  8:30a	 Zumba 
10:00a	 An Exploration into  
	 Brain Function  
12:30p	 PGICA Friday Bridge

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
  9:30a	 Just For Fun Mah Jongg 
12:00p	 Hand & Foot Card/ 
	 Canasta Game 
12:30p	 Mariners Mah Jong 

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
  9:30a	 Just For Fun Mah Jongg 
12:00p	 Hand & Foot Card/ 
	 Canasta Game 
12:30p	 Mariners Mah Jong 
  6:30p	 PGIslanders

10:00a	 An Exploration into    
	 Brain Function 
12:30p	 PGICA Friday Bridge

  5:30p	 Newcomers Special  
	 Events

24 25

1817
  8:30a	 Zumba 
10:00a	 An Exploration into Brain  
	 Function  
12:30p	 PGICA Friday Bridge

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise  
  9:30a	 Just For Fun Mah Jongg 
12:00p	 Hand & Foot Card/ 
	 Canasta Game 
12:30p	 Mariners Mah Jong 
  5:30p	 PGICA Diamond Jubilee  
	 Trivia Night

  8:30a	 Zumba 
12:30p	 PGICA Friday Bridge

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
  9:00a	 PGIslanders- Board  
	 Meeting 
  9:30a	 Just For Fun Mah Jongg 
12:00p	 Hand & Foot Card/ 
	 Canasta Game  	 
12:30p	 Mariners Mah Jong 
  4:30p	 Newcomers Club

10 11

5 6

2726

19 20

12 13

June Activities
        SUNDAY                 MONDAY                    TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY           THURSDAY                 FRIDAY                     SATURDAY

  9:30a	 In Stitches 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg  
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera

  9:00a	 PGICA Board Meeting 
  9:30a	 In Stitches 
12:30p	 Duplicate Bridge 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg 
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:00p	 Candle Canvas  
	 Workshop 
  4:30p	 PGIslanders

  9:00a	 Beyond Ourselves  
  9:30	 In Stitches 
12:00p	 MEDICARE 101  
	 Educational Workshop 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg  
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:00p	 Just For Fun Club

  9:30a	 In Stitches 
12:30p	 Duplicate Bridge 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg 
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:00p	 Candle Canvas 
	 Workshop 
  4:30p	 PGIslanders 
  6:30p	 FF&C Ladies Game Night
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    5:30p	 Newcomers Special  
	 Events

Looking Ahead to July C A L E N D A R 
       SUNDAY                 MONDAY                  TUESDAY              WEDNESDAY          THURSDAY                 FRIDAY                     SATURDAY

7

21

65

  9:30a	 In Stitches 
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg 
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing 
	 with Vera 

  8:45a	 Monday Morning Men’s  
	 Social Bridge 
  9:30a	 Monday Morning  
	 Mahjongg 
10:00a	 Tag Team - Artists 
12:00p	 Duplicate Bridge 
  7:00p	 Aardvarks Outdoor  
	 Group

  8:30a	 Zumba  
  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise 
10:00a	 Yoga 
11:30a	 Newcomers Club-  
	 Lunch & Learn 
12:15p	 Pinochle 
  6:30p	 Bunco Buddies 
  7:00p	 Acoustic Music Group

  9:00a	 PGICA Board Meeting  
  9:30a	 In Stitches 
12:30p	 Duplicate Bridge
  1:00p	 PGIslanders- Mahjongg 
  3:00p	 Beginner Line Dancing  
	 with Vera 
  4:30p	 PGIslanders 
  5:30p	 Learn To Love Tennis

  8:30a	 Zumba 
12:30p	 PGICA Friday Bridge 

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise   
  9:30a	 Just For Fun Mah Jongg 
12:00p	 Hand & Foot Card/ 
	 Canasta Game 
12:30p	 Mariners Mah Jong 

  9:00a	 Chair-a-Cise  
  9:30a	 Just For Fun Mah  
	 Jongg 
12:00p	 Hand & Foot Card/ 
	 Canasta Game 
12:30p	 Mariners Mah Jong

  8:30a	 Zumba 
12:30p	 PGICA Friday Bridge 
  3:00p	 PGIslanders

8 9

3

10

Dawn & Stephen Dalziel
Barbara & Richard Dickson
Mary & Robert Gerling
Kathleen Krichilsky
Cheri & Francis Maloney
Theresa & Joseph Mattis

April & Brian Olker
Eve Marie & William Proscia
Lisa & Robert Rees
Paul Robbins
Lori & George Sontag

Please welcome these new members who have joined  
since the last publication:

Thank you to our New Member Reception Volunteers who 
helped make the reception look beautiful and a great success!

Julie Towers
Tom Mills
Gary Skillicorn
Carol Moran-Brown
Mike Owens

Thom Hunady
Beth Watkins
Gloria Post
Michelle & Dave Mader
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    5:30p	 Newcomers Special  
	 Events

4

11

C A L E N D A R 
       SUNDAY                 MONDAY                  TUESDAY              WEDNESDAY          THURSDAY                 FRIDAY                     SATURDAY
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Greetings from Bill Abbatematteo, External Relations Director
I am thrilled to connect with you and introduce myself as your new External Relations Director. The primary 

responsibility of this position is to increase awareness of the association and the value of its membership throughout 
the Punta Gorda community. This effort will ensure your membership continues to deliver exceptional value to you.

I have begun to reach out to external groups and organizations as well as clubs and groups within the PGICA. I’m amazed 
at the level of organization, skills, knowledge and friendliness and warmth of our members, staff and board. I have already 
received several ideas from you about future PGICA events. I welcome and appreciate your input. We are all on the same 
team and our team has but one goal, and that is to improve the quality of life for the residents of our community by being the 
premier educational, recreational, entertainment and social and activity center for Punta Gorda Isles.

This year we are proudly celebrating 60 years of service to our community. I am both humbled and excited to assume this 
role as we celebrate our Diamond Jubilee Anniversary. We have already scheduled a series of fantastic events. As part of 
our team, you play an important role in helping to make this year a memorable one. A 60th anniversary only comes around 
once, so let’s take advantage of this opportunity. One voice can move a row boat, but 3,000 voices in unison can easily move 
a ship. I encourage you to think of ways to meet, network and collaborate with other members, clubs and groups, and most 
importantly, support our PGICA events because every contribution, big or small matters.

One of our upcoming anniversary events is our Diamond Jubilee Trivia Night scheduled for Thursday, June 18 from 5:30 to 
7:30. Doors open at 4:30 for registration and mingle. Tickets are only $10 per person. This event is open to the public, so bring 
a friend and show them how much fun we have at the PGICA. 

In addition to forming teams of friends and neighbors, I’m asking members of clubs and groups to participate as a team. 
What an opportunity to showcase your club or group. Imagine a room filled with fun, laughter and friendly competition 
between the clubs. Not quite Yankees-Red Sox, Cowboys-Eagles, Michigan-Ohio State, but you get the picture. It will be 
about bragging rights and who gets to take home the trophy.

We will also have special bonus games to play as individuals against each other. There will be cash prizes for winners, plus 
a 50/50 raffle to top it off. BYOB and snacks. We will accept walk-ins but please register in advance as it helps us with the 
setup. Go to the PGICA calendar to register and to see our other Diamond Jubilee events including our Diamond Jubilee Punta 
Gorda Isles Community Golf Scramble on Saturday, October 3 at St. Andrews South Golf Club. Participation as a golfer, 
sponsor or volunteer includes complimentary invite to our pre-tournament VIP reception at the PGICA on Friday, October 2, 
5:30 to 7:30. Go to pgicagolf.com for more details.

In closing, I invite each of you to reach out to me directly if you have any questions, suggestions or ideas on how my role 
can better serve you, your club or group or the PGICA. If you have a suggestion for a Diamond Jubilee event, or want to assist 
in helping us organize an upcoming event, including the Diamond Jubilee Trivia Night or Golf Scramble, I especially want to 
hear from you. Your feedback and active participation are the lifeblood of our organization.

Thank you for your continued support and for being an integral part of the PGICA.
Warm regards,
Bill Abbatematteo 

     Director of External Relations 
     Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association 
     941-740-1660 
     wabbatematteo@yahoo.com
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MARINERS OF PGI 	 Joyce McCandless,  Vice-Commodore, 860-625-2631 , mccandlessjoycep@gmail.com

Spring has sprung, and so has rainy season; heavy and 
much-needed rain is tattooing our metal roof as I write 
this installment. Most of our Mariners snowbirds have 

already flown north, but not before some last-minute cruising and 
socializing.

The Mankins led a multi-day, multi-destination cruise south April 28 through 
May 4, spending time at ‘Tween Waters Marina, Pink Shell Marina (first 
time back for some since Ian) and Salty Sam’s Marina on Fort Myers Beach. 
Everyone had a great time, as always, and added to their stores of Mariners 
memories. One boat hopped off, headed for the Dry Tortugas and Keys, and is 
posting plenty of updates on our Mariners Facebook page.

Roger and Julie Black were cruise leaders for an overnight anchor-out 
in peaceful Pelican Bay on May 13, passing the cruise leader baton on to 
Jacqueline Kerr and Arthur Sa for several more days cruising Fort Myers Beach. 
Frank Scharpf paid homage to the setting sun via a conch shell serenade.

Upcoming, Commodore Mike and Beth Guler, both fervent space launch 
enthusiasts, will lead a long-distance cruise through the Okeechobee Waterway 
and up the Intercoastal Waterway to Brevard County to witness at least one 
rocket launch on the Space Coast. One way, the cruise distance is 200 miles. 
There will be stops at several marinas along the way. The cruise is slated to run 
from May 29 to June 14. What an exciting and unusual way to experience a 
space rocket launch.

Landside, the Mariners social calendar is cruising right along. Prior to 
our monthly general membership meeting on April 22 at PGICA, we treated 
ourselves to an Eat Before We Meet (EBWM) potluck dinner, with a theme of 
It’s Italian Night. Everyone brought a dish to share; we were sated with all kinds 
of delicious entrees, salads, breads, and of course desserts. Unfortunately, we 
were so busy having a good time, we forgot to take pictures.

Mariner Rita Bass, who is a Florida Master 
Naturalist, hosted an outing at the Charlotte Harbor 
Environmental Center (CHEC) on April 23, where 
she serves as a tour guide in the winter months. Our 
personalized tour was well attended by both Mariners, 
and, unfortunately some unwelcome mosquitoes and 
love bugs. Following the tour, we met with many more 
Mariners ladies for our monthly Lunch with the Ladies 
(LWL), held this time at a Mariners favorite, Tamiami 
Tavern. The May LWL is May 20 at Fin Sushi Bar and 
Grill in Port Charlotte, with Sandy Franzino hosting.

Mariners gather the first Sunday of each month to 
enjoy delicious breakfast fare and relaxed and friendly 
conversation at Tamiami Tavern; the next date is June 
7.

Past Commodore and current Education Director 
Bobby Conte is developing a boating safety and 
information program. Anticipated areas of focus include first aid training and on-the-water 

skills such as VHF radio operation, chart plotter/GPS operation, etc. The units will be included as part of the education portion 
of our monthly general membership meetings. At April’s meeting, we reviewed right-of-way rules, both international and 
inland, via one of Past Commodore Richard Northrup’s infamous Maritime Trivia quizzes. As a little change of pace, for our 
May general membership meeting, representatives from Punta Gorda’s own Military Heritage Museum will introduce and 
describe many of the museum’s new attractions. The museum has so much to offer; we are blessed to have it in our backyard.

If the above has sparked your interest, we invite you to join in the Mariners fun, fellowship and family feeling. Drop by 
and meet the crew at one of our happy hours, held every Wednesday from 5 to 7 at the Village Brewhouse in Fishermen’s 
Village. Check out our monthly newsletter, Nautical Notes, which can be viewed at https://marinersofpgi.org/nautical-notes/. 
For questions, give our Membership Co-Directors, Paul Baird at 330-347-9023 and Tracie Goin at 815-922-9833 a call. We 
look forward to meeting you.

CHEC tour

Pelican Bay cruise

Sunrise at Dry Tortugas

Overnight cruise Apr. 28 to May 4
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BEYOND OURSELVES CLUB 	  	  Debra Griffith, BeyondOurselvesPuntaGorda@gmail.com

Beyond Ourselves volunteers assisted at the PGICA 
Shred Event on Tuesday, April 21, unloading boxes 
of paper for shredding. Drive through cash donations 

totaling $697 were collected by the Peace River Wildlife 
Center. Representatives from the Charlotte CARE Center and 
the Fabulous Finds Re-Sale Store were also at the event and 

collected $240 in cash donations as well as approximately 15 bags of food and 
clothing. The next PGICA Shred Event will be held on Tuesday, November 10.

Donation needs for both the Peace River Wildlife Center and the Charlotte 
CARE Center continue through the summer months. Please consider helping 
these organizations by utilizing the donation bins located in the lobby of the 
PGICA. 

Registration is now open 
for Beyond Ourselves’ 
inaugural golf event, Chip 
In For Charity, to be held 
on Saturday, October 17 
at St. Andrew’s South 
Golf Club. All proceeds 
from this fall golf event 
will benefit the Peace 
River Wildlife Center 
and the Charlotte CARE 
Center. While the home tour, which is our spring fundraiser and supports 
children’s charities, our fall fundraiser supports our other two missions, 
aiding the homeless and protecting the wildlife of Charlotte County. 

If you or anyone you know is a golfer, sign up and join us on October 17 at our Chip In For Charity golf event. Bring 
your friends and enjoy some friendly competition in a four-person scramble format. Our event will 
kick off with a shotgun start at 8:30. Your $125 per person 
entrance fee will include continental breakfast, your greens 
fee and golf cart, giveaways, fun contests and lunch. You 
may register as a single, a pairing or a foursome. 

On the day of the Chip In For Charity golf event, 
participants will be able to purchase mulligan, move-up 
hole and 50/25/25 raffle tickets. Prizes will be awarded 
for longest drive, closest to the pin and top scoring teams. 
Visit the Beyond Ourselves website at PGICA.org/Beyond_
Ourselves for additional details or scan the QR code on our 
flyer to sign up today.

You may also support both the Peace River Wildlife 
Center and the Charlotte CARE Center by becoming a 

sponsor of our Chip In For Charity golf event. Beyond Ourselves is offering many 
sponsorship options at various price points, including hole sponsor, prize sponsor, 
towel sponsor, swag bag sponsor, food and beverage sponsor and overall event sponsor. This is a wonderful way to promote 
your business or group while also supporting a great cause. Additional information about sponsorship can be found on the 
Beyond Ourselves website or visit www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/chip-in-for-charity-a-beyond-ourselves-golf-event.

Every Wednesday, Beyond Ourselves members pick up donations of perishable food and deliver it to the Peace River 
Wildlife Center, helping to support their wildlife rehabilitation efforts. Nancy Klaren coordinates these volunteers to ensure 
the wildlife receives much-needed food that might otherwise be thrown away.

Remember, Beyond Ourselves does not meet during the summer months. Beyond Ourselves is a community service club 
that meets the third Wednesday of the month, September through May. Our next regular meeting will be on Wednesday, 
September 16 at 10 at the PGICA. 

We hope you’ll put the next Share the Love for the Kids Home Tour on your calendar. We will be showcasing an all-new 
group of local homes for you to tour and enjoy on Saturday, February 27, 2027.

This article is written by Laura Hart. If you have photos or information to contribute, please email them to 
BeyondOurselvesPuntaGorda@gmail.com.

Members Help Out at the Shred Event

Collecting Donations for Fabulous Finds at the 
Shred Event

PRWC Ambassador at 
the Shred Event
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PARADISE FRIENDS 	  Jack Gardner,  President, 4jackgardner@gmail.com

When we think about June, we often think of the song “June 
is Bustin’ Out All Over.” In Florida, isn’t that the truth. The 
flowers and shrubs are radiant, the rains come almost daily 

and the sun is definitely shining. Paradise Friends can be considered 
in the same way. We are radiant together as a group of friends, we 
hopefully gather often, and we shine together for a fabulous time. 
Come join our group of friends and have extra fun this summer.

Chow Hounds Men’s Lunch will be held on June 11 at 11:30 at 
Beef O’Brady’s at 1105 Taylor Road. Join the men in our group that 
want to enjoy time together during the month we celebrate fathers. 
If you aren’t a father, you are probably a father figure to someone. 
Please sign up on our website. For more information, contact Mike 
Dougherty at 314-220-7940 or CaptnMikeD@gmail.com. 

PF Ladies 
Lunch is on 
June 11 at 
11:30 at Pizza Gorda, 315 
Taylor Street. This restaurant 
is a popular Italian pizzeria, 
known for its authentic, coal-
fired pizzas made with high-
quality ingredients like 100% 
Italian flour. It has a cozy 
atmosphere and has options for 
vegetarians and vegans. Please 
register on the website by June 
9 at 5 so we know how many 
will be coming. Contact Joan 
Erickson at  

joanpe524@yahoo.com for more information. 
Our Paradise Friends mixer will be held at the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel in 

the Library Room on June 18 from 5 to 7. The room is to the right as you enter the 
building. This day is celebrated as International Picnic Day, so we can enjoy our picnic 
at the Sheraton. The menu is delightful and you will not go home hungry. We will 
be inside so weather won’t matter. Please register ahead for this fun event. For more 
information contact Jack Gardner at 4jackgardner@gmail.com.

Sips and Dips will take place on June 30 from 5 to 7 at the PGICA with Sue and Frank Grazier hosting the event. We enjoy 
parties together, with our drinks and appetizers and enjoyable desserts. Please bring an appetizer or dessert, and of course 
BYOB. This event is limited to 60 people. You can sign up two weeks 
before on June 13 at 12 a.m. We will also have a raffle drawing at this 
event. For any questions, contact Frank Grazier at 814-386-0154 or 
fgrazier@gmail.com. You can also contact Sue Grazier at 814-386-2496 
or sgrazier@gmail.com. This is a member’s only event. 

Dinner With Friends is a new summer event. This first event will take 
place at Winesett House restaurant at 139 West Marion on June 25 from 
5:30 to 7:30. We want to support our local restaurants from June through 
September when many snowbirds are gone. Vicki Britton will organize 
these great dinners over the summer. Registration is required before 
Monday, June 22 at 6 p.m. Please sign up on our website to support 
our local restaurants. For more information, contact Vicki Britton at 
tomandvickibritton@hotmail.com or 704-293-9201.  

To join our club, membership forms are in the lobby of the PGICA 
and on our website under the Join the Club bar. If you would like to 
contact someone, please contact our Membership Director Dan Kain at 
dkain01@gmail.com. He will answer your questions about our wonderful club. 

Please submit any photos to Sue Kelley who will writes this article at skelley180@aol.com.

Enjoying a great day

Relaxing together

The ladies have fun

We enjoy being together
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FRIENDS, FUN & COMMUNITY CLUB 	 Donna Cary, President, carydkc1@yahoo.com, 610-417-9689 

Hi everyone, and welcome to our page. Our middle 
name is fun. The season is over and life in PG has 
slowed down a bit. There is less traffic and the 

restaurants are not as crowded. Due to the slowdown in 
business many of the restaurants offer great promotional 
specials in the summer months. F.M. Don’s and River 

City Grill in downtown PG come immediately to mind. I recently went 
to Cass Cay Marina in Burnt Store for rock n’ roll and drinks. They had 
a steak special for $19. 

FF&C is also a little less active in the summer months, but we 
still do a number of recurring events due to their ongoing popularity. 

Breakfast Belles ladies’ breakfast at various restaurants is one 
of these. Ladies also have their own special game nights. If you 
have been with FF&C awhile you will find yourself making new 
friends and socializing with other members for activities outside 
of the club - Golf, mah jongg, dining out, concerts, etc. If you 
are reading our Commentator page for the first time, think about 
giving us a try. 

Occasionally FF&C does some very special things. FFC’s 
latest adventure was a Mediterranean cruise aboard the 
Celebrity Equinox to Spain, Malta, Turkey and to various ports 
in Greece. It ended up in Rome. There were many off-ship 
excursions. I did not engage too much when my wife signed 
up. I told her to sign up for anything she wanted to do. She 
signed up for everything. We saw a lot of Greco-Roman fixer 
uppers (otherwise known as ruins). I thought her FitBit would 
explode we did so much walking. FF&C is already planning 
a cruise in 2027 which will also be available to friends and 
family of our members - we will be sailing aboard the Majestic 
Princess for 12 nights beginning on April 7, 2027. Ports of call 
are Southampton, Cornwall, Cork, Dublin, Liverpool, Belfast, 
Glasgow, Invergordon, Edinburgh and LeHavre (opportunity to 
visit Normandy or Paris). Please email Susie Krause, our cruise 
director at susiekrause@yahoo.com if interested. 

If you would like a peek at our June schedule, reach out to 
our Social Director Betty Wilcocks at bhw613@gmail.com or 
757-508-1070 and she can send you a link. There is always 
something to see and/or do for FF&C members. Pay attention 
to the email reminders and be sure to use the website calendar 
to sign up. 
Remember, 
the 

reservation slots fill up quickly. Reservation cancellations are available up 
to 24 hours in advance directly on the calendar. For cancels inside the  
24-hour window please reach out to Social Director Betty Wilcocks at  
bhw613@gmail.com or 757-508-1070 so others on the waitlist can be 
accommodated. 

As always, if you have a recommendation for a new restaurant to try 
or venue to checkout please contact Betty. If you’re outside of the club 
looking in and would like to join us for Friends, Fun and Community, 
please contact Membership Director Linda McMeans at  
lhmcmeans@aol.com or President Donna Cary at carydkc1@yahoo.com 
for membership information. Flamenco

Santorini

Dinner on ship

Crusing
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TAG TEAM ARTISTS 	  Sherry Stibbard, 724-553-8404

Tag Team Artists are excited to be preparing for an exhibit at the end of 
September to celebrate the PGICA’s Diamond Jubilee. The exhibit will 
feature eight of our artists’ work in a show that will include appetizers, 

wine, a raffle and a silent auction in addition to the works on display and for sale. 
Our show will be unique in the fact that all the works are original paintings by 
artists that are your neighbors and friends right here in Punta Gorda Isles. The 
group sessions have been abuzz with ideas and display options to put the work 
in the best light to share with our community. It is a first showing for many of 
us with guidance from some of the professional artists in our group whose work 
appears in local galleries and markets. 

The silent auction will include a 
signed original painting by the late 
professional artist, Mary Taglieri. Her 
landscape art, techniques and humor 
coaxed us along as we rediscovered 
our collective love of painting and 
learning together. She is missed, 
but her works are displayed on the 
walls and conference rooms at the 
PGI Civic Association where she 
instructed classes. 

Please save the date and join us 
for a light-hearted walk through of 
our one-night only gallery showing to 
celebrate art, hard work and some of 
our collections of work that stacks up 
over time. You might find something 

that inspires you, fits perfectly in your home or would make a delightful present 
for someone you love. It will be a great way to kick off a September Friday night. 
Details to come, but included here are a few pieces we’ll be showing at the event.

Hilside Mornings

Pele's Fire

Evening Flow
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NEWCOMERS CLUB 	 Sonya Critser, Communications Director,  scritser66@gmail.com, pgica.org/Newcomers

June has arrived, and while we miss many of our Newcomers who have headed north for the 
summer, the fun continues here in Punta Gorda. Our board and committee members have 
been busy planning festive and enjoyable 

activities throughout the summer months, and 
we encourage everyone to check the online calendar often. It is the best 
way to stay updated on newly added events, register before activities fill 
up, and plan ahead for gatherings you would like to attend.

Another wonderful way to stay connected is through our private 
Facebook group. It is a great place to put names with faces, keep up with 
club happenings, and enjoy photos and updates from fellow members. If 
you are already on Facebook, search for The Official PGICA Newcomers 
Club group page and request to join.

Spring was packed with memorable events, laughter and great 
camaraderie, and we truly appreciate everyone who joined us throughout 
the busy season. We began the month of May on a meaningful and 
educational note during our monthly Bring Your Lunch and Learn program 
featuring the important topic Stroke Awareness Every Second Counts. 
Representatives from Fawcett Hospital shared valuable information about recognizing 
the warning signs of stroke, understanding brain health and prevention, and learning 
more about stroke recovery. Their message was clear and important. At the first sign of 
symptoms, call an ambulance immediately because quick medical attention can save lives 
and improve outcomes.

We were also honored to hear from our own Dave de la Motte, who shared his personal 
and inspiring experience with stroke recovery. His story brought a powerful perspective to 
the discussion and reminded all of us how important awareness and fast action can be. We 
extend our sincere thanks to the presenters from Fawcett Hospital and to Dave for helping 
educate and inform our community.

With warmer weather now settling 
in, our Monday Morning Walks begin 
at 8 instead of 8:30. We continue to 
meet in front of Fishermen’s Village, 
and everyone is welcome to walk at 
their own pace. Over the past few 
weeks, walkers have been treated to 
incredible dolphin sightings in Charlotte Harbor, reminding us once again 
what a beautiful place we are fortunate to call home. After each walk, 
many of us gather for coffee, tea and conversation at Punta Gorda Coffee 
and Tea or Harborside Coffee and Creamery. We would love to see more 
familiar and new faces join us on Monday mornings.

Newcomers stayed active all month long with a variety of fun 
gatherings and social events. We laughed nonstop during our Dine Around 
evening at Visani Italian Steakhouse and Comedy Theater, embraced 
some friendly competition at our Kentucky Derby party, enjoyed a relaxed 
evening together during our May happy hour at Downtown Gatorz, and 
wrapped up the month with darts and dinner at the Ice House Pub. The 
men enjoyed a fun night out at Topgolf while the ladies gathered for 
dinner and a movie night featuring The Devil Wears Prada 2.

If you are new to PGI and looking for a welcoming way to meet people 
and become more involved in the community, the Newcomers Club is 
a wonderful place to begin. We also warmly welcome PGICA members 
who may not have joined us before. You do not need to be new to the area 
to become part of Newcomers. Membership forms are available in the 
PGICA lobby or online through the PGICA website.

We look forward to continuing to build friendships, connections and 
community together throughout the year.

Derby party ready

Dinner & a show at Visani

Dressed & ready for the races

Monday morning walks
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PGI FISHING CLUB 	  Fred DeMella ,   fdemella@gmail.com  

Introducing the Aardvark Fish and Game Adventures Group
Are you passionate about the outdoors? Do you enjoy fishing, hiking, shooting sports, or simply spending time in 

nature with like-minded adventurers? If so, we invite you to join the Aardvark Fish and Game Adventures Group, a new 
community of outdoor enthusiasts right here in Punta Gorda Isles.  

Our group was founded to bring together people who love the outdoors - whether you’re an experienced angler, an avid 
hiker, a shooting sports enthusiast, or someone who just enjoys fresh air and good company. We’ll be organizing a variety of 
excursions, including fishing trips, hiking outings, wildlife explorations, visits to local sporting clubs and social gatherings, all 
designed to embrace the natural beauty of Southwest Florida.

In addition to fishing Charlotte Harbor and offshore and exploring local trails, we’ll also plan trips to sporting clubs like the 
Sarasota Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays Club for those who enjoy shooting sports. Whether you’re a seasoned marksman or just 
interested in trying something new, these outings will be a great way to connect and enjoy some friendly competition.

We also want your input. What types of outdoor adventures interest you most? Are there specific fishing spots, hiking trails 
or sporting clubs you’d love to explore with the group? Let us know - we’re excited to shape this club around the interests of 
our members.Stay tuned for upcoming events, and don’t hesitate to reach out with your ideas. We look forward to seeing you 
out there.

AARDVARKS FISH AND GAME ADVENTURERS GROUP	  	             Joe Stern,  831-741-6191,  joesme@me.com

Whew! Traffic has waned and we can actually find dock 
space near a restaurant. 

That means the temperatures will be rising. Use 
common sense in the coming months to avoid overheating. Most 
important is taking plenty of fluids during those fishing trips. 

Sunscreen is a must and if you have a top on your boat, try hanging in the 
shade as much as possible. I for one am a shade hound. That said, local fishing 
is about to bust out. 

Tarpon are the target for those brave enough to jockey the Boca Grande 
Pass. When the crabs are being flushed, the action can be outstanding. 
Remember to give wide berth to those angling for these big fish.

Longer daylight hours and favorable weather will open more fishing 
opportunities. With major migrations of different species, anglers can expect 
great fishing. Joining and participating in the PGI Fishing Club will make for 
some memorable trips and lasting friendships.    

Learning techniques for catching the many species including tarpon is why 
joining the PGI Fishing Club is a great option for anglers or soon to be anglers. Our 
membership includes fishermen who are experienced in catching all kinds of fish 
including inshore and offshore species. By joining, you not only gain access to the 
expertise of many anglers but can enjoy the fun and camaraderie of fishing with other 
members. Don’t have a boat? Many members have boats to get you there and the 
knowledge to help target species to make your angling experience great. 

The Fishing Club’s Ladder of Achievement is a great way to challenge yourself. 
The ladder is a prescribed goal to catch the many different species available in the 
area along with points for notable size fish. It is a fun way to track your development 
from bronze to silver, silver to gold and beyond. With guidance and perseverance, the 
goal of Grand Master Angler is within reach.  

PGI Fishing Club members also enjoy a variety of social activities. Monthly 
meetings exploring various topics and fishing news, Fish of the Month contest, 

friendly fishing tournaments with prizes for designated catches. We also have special events like holiday parties, picnics, 
weekly happy hours and other fun gatherings.  

If any of these pique your interest, please join us. We meet on the 
second Tuesday of the month (except July and December) at the PGI 
Civic Association at 6. All are welcome to attend a meeting. Another 
way to familiarize yourself with the Fishing Club is to attend our 
weekly happy hour, currently at the Elks Lodge Tiki on Wednesdays at 
5 to hear about all the fishing stories and make plans to fish.

Elaine Bretts - Pompano

Paul Whiting - King Mackerel

Dave Morgan - Red Snapper
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / FOR SALE /  WANTED                                                     
ARE YOU CONSIDERING AN ESTATE SALE ~ Reduce stress, 
save time, make some money and help the PGICA. The 
volunteer club, Isles Girls and Guys, will plan, organize, 
price, conduct the sale, and help with disposition of leftover 
items. All for a tax-deductible donation of 30% to the 
PGICA. Call Tom Teubert at 201-960-5340. 

AIR CONDITIONING

AIR CONDITIONING ~ Repair for all brands of central air. 
Seasonal maintenance and high efficiency replacement 
systems w/major brands. Free second opinions. Available 
rebates and PGI discounts. Licensed and insured. Punta 
Gorda based Bohall’s Total Comfort. Call us any time at  
941-623-0451. 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
APPLIANCE WORKS ~ We repair washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, ranges, dishwashers and disposers. Dryer vent 
cleaning also available. Over 28 years’ experience. Licensed 
and insured. Owners: David and Virginia Lassey. Phone  
941-575-9460.  

BOAT REPAIR & BOAT CLEANING

PORT CHARLOTTE MARINE REPAIR ~  
www.portcharlottemarinerepair.com. Mobile marine with 
full-service van, will come to you.  Contact Captain Hayes at 
360-378-7678. Fifteen 5-Star reviews from your Punta Gorda 
Isles neighbors! 
SEA TIME MARINE SERVICE ~ Scheduled boat cleaning, full 
detail service, new boater orientation support, as well as other 
marine services to be discussed. Call Dave 774-521-4319 or 
508-524-7466.  

CLEANING SERVICES 
CARPET and TILE CLEANING ~ Fresh-N-Up Carpet & Tile 
Cleaning, 10% off for all PGICA members. 941-255-9722. 
DON’T LET JUST ANYONE CLEAN YOUR DRYER VENT! ~ 
Call Appliance Works. 941-575-9460. 
DRIVEWAY and POOL DECK RESTORATION BY 
STARSHINE INC ~ Brick pavers, travertine, cool deck, 
cleaning and sealing and repairs and restoration of all 
surfaces. We are Florida Surface Experts! Call us for your 
free surface estimate. Licensed and insured. Cell  
941-585-1608. “LET US GIVE YOUR HOME A 
STARSHINE”
FORCE CLEAN - Pressure Washing & Handyman Services 
~ Commercial and residential soft wash, window wash, 
and pressure washing, including boats and RVs. Handyman 
services -professional and reliable - no job too small. licensed 
and insured. Call Blake at 941-310-5005. 
VICKY’S CLEANING, INC. ~ Offers Commercial and 
Residential Cleaning, weekly or bi-weekly. Free estimates! 
Call: 941-276-0700. References available.

COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES 
KESSELRING COMPUTER SERVICES ~ 941-661-5378. 
Mobile computer repair (hardware and software) Also virus 
removal, setups, and other services. Serving PGI for over 20 
years. 
FLORIDA TECH JUNKIE ~ All around Tech Needs call 
Florida Tech Junkie - Security cameras, IT consulting, 
structured cabling, (Cat5/6), home & business network. Wi-Fi 
solutions, VoIP phone systems, and more! Free estimates.  
Call 941-413-0248 or visit us at FloridaTechJunkie.com. 

 DRIVING SERVICES 
AIRPORT/LOCAL DRIVING SERVICES ~ Sarasota, Ft. 
Myers, Punta Gorda and Tampa Airports. Local doctor 
appointments. Clean. Smoke free. Safe courteous driver.  
By appointment only.  Call 941-889-8243 or email at 
Angelwingservicesofswfla@gmail.com. Proudly serving 
Charlotte County since 2009.

HANDYMAN SERVICES

HANDYMAN/HOME WATCH/REMODELING SERVICES 
- SANDSTAR REMODELING ~ Bringing 40+ years trusted 
experience, craftsmanship, reliability to every project, big or 
small. Leaky faucets to dream kitchens, handyman fixes to 
full remodels, even home watch while you’re away. Licensed 
(CGC013881) / insured FOR ALL CONST SVCS.  
941-637-8080. 

HOME REPAIR/REMODELING SERVICES

STARSHINE PAVERS PLUS ~ Specializing in custom paver 
pool decks, patios, sidewalks and driveway installations & 
restorations, repairs and maintenance, sanding and sealing 
of them as well. We do free estimates. Fully licensed and 
insured. Call to book your free estimate appointment today.  
941-585-1608. LET US GIVE YOUR HOME A 
STARSHINE!
FIRE PREVENTION ~ Increase energy efficiency! Dryer vent 
cleaning. Appliance Works: 941-575-9460. Licensed and 
insured. 
GARY DRAKE DRYER VENT CLEANING ~ Prevent Fires! Go 
Green! Licensed and insured, 30+ years’ experience.  
941-204-6468. gdrakedryerventcleaning@comcast.net.

PAINTING SERVICES

A PAINTING SPECIALIST ~ Over 35 years’ experience 
painting interior and exterior homes - extremely meticulous. 
I also power wash driveways and pool decks. I have been 
background checked and screened for your safety and trust. 
References available from your PGI neighbors. Call Kevin at 
941-268-1637. 
ERNEST AARNAES PAINTING INC. - PAINTING and ECO-
FRIENDLY POWER WASHING ~ 25 years in PGI. Meticulous 
custom painting of your PGI home. Power wash roofs, docks, 
lanai decks, cages, walkways and driveways. Call  
941-505-8627 or Cell: 941-626-4542 for a free estimate. 
Licensed and insured Oct.15,1999. 

 CLASSIFIED ADS 
Contact Pat Schaber  at patschaber@pgica.org or via phone at 941-637-1655
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PAINTING and PRESSURE CLEANING by STARSHINE INC 
~ Specializing in painting of pool decks, driveways, lanais, 
sidewalks, wood decks, pavers, exterior siding, and interior/
exterior walls. We are River Rock - clean and seal experts. 
Tile roof chemical cleaning. Free estimates. Licensed and 
insured. Cell 941-585-1608.

PERSONAL SERVICES

SEWING ~ Carolyn’s Sew New: Custom made Draperies, 
Cushions, Valances, Slipcovers, Cornices, Apparel, 
Alterations. 228-342-4601, 941-347-8119,  
camsewnew@gmail.com.

PET SERVICES 
PET SITTING ~ Fur to Feathers, certified, licensed, insured 
and bonded. Your kennel alternative, in your home, less stress 
on you, less stress on your animal. Daily visits to overnight 
stays. Call Lesley at 941-661-2476, www.fur-to-feathers.com. 

PLUMBING SERVICES

PLUMBING ~ Water heater repair and replacement. Comfort 
height toilets. Faucets, disposal and pool heater repair. Whole 
house re-pipes and dryer vent cleaning. Licensed and insured. 
Punta Gorda based Bohall’s Total Comfort. Call us at  
941-623-0451. PGI discount applies. 

POOL SERVICES 
POOL REPAIRS ~ by Paragon Pools of SWFL Serving 
PGI since 1974. Repair and replacement pumps, filters, 
chlorinators, saltwater systems, automation controls, tile, 
coping, rails, heaters, floor systems, plumbing repairs, pool 
construction and repair consultation. Call 941-627-2001. 

SCREENING

CV SCREENING ~ www.cvscreeningllc.com From full 
rescreens to single panel repairs - we are the company to do 
it! Every panel is guaranteed. BBB Accredited. Licensed and 
insured. Contact 941-539-6868 info@cvscreeningllc.com.

WINDOW WASHING

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW WASHING ~ Please don’t let 
your windows of opportunity pass you by. Call Dave for 
squeaky clean windows. 941-661-5378.


